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                                        Conference Invitation –
Making every drop count
Copenhagen, Denmark
Tuesday 3rd February 2015 - 10:00 – 17:00
European conference on ways and methods to improve
water efficiency globally and in Europe
As we are heading for an increasingly water stressed world with a population of 9 billion people, all with the
same right to safe water, healthy food and a sound environment it is increasingly important that we discuss
and find ways to use our water as efficiently as possible.
Invitation to participate in the discussions
We, Danish Water Forum, Confederation of Danish Industry, French Water Partnership and the Ministry for
the Environment of Denmark hereby invite you to participate in a one-day conference organized with the aim
to:

Position water efficiency higher on the global water agenda, also to be included in the SDG’s

Discuss and highlight key European challenges, priorities and actions within water efficiency

Implement water efficiency throughout the water cycle – presenting cases on promoting and
improving water efficiency and barriers/challenges for doing so.
The expected outcome of the conference is:

Development of recommendations for a Sustainable Development Goal on Water, which should
include targets water efficiency

Development of recommendations on inclusion of water efficiency globally as a key component in
the Implementation Roadmap of World Water Forum 2015 in Korea
The conference proceedings and recommendations will be included in the outcome of the European regional
process and will be presented at World Water Forum in Korea. The recommendations will also further be an
input to the development of a water related SDG with a focus on improving water efficiency.
A Global demand for water efficiency:
This global task has been recognized by UN Water, who has asked for inclusion of water efficiency in their
call for a global water goal to be included in the Sustainable Development Goals to replace by 2015 the
Millennium Development Goals.
Following the same path the UN Open Working Group on the SDGs in May 2014 called for improved
wastewater management, recycling and reuse as well as improved water-use efficiency in all sectors, by
2030. This and similar global calls are still central to global SDG discussions.
European need for improved water use efficiency
The EU Blueprint to safeguard Europe’s Water Resources similarly includes a call for increased water
efficiency:
”The EEA State of Water Report highlights worrying trends showing increase and wider spread of water
scarcity and stress which is expected to affect in 2030 about half of EU river basins. To respond to this, in
addition to improving water allocation based on ecological flow, water efficiency measures should be taken
to save water and, in many cases, to save energy too”
Areas with need for actions to improve water efficiency in Europe are according to the
Blueprint:

Reduction of non-revenue water - water supply leakages

Water reuse, including irrigation

Water accounting methods to improve better water balance accounting and sector allocation within
river basins
In many European countries there is also increasing focus on improving water efficiency within water supply,
industries, food and energy production as well as energy efficiency in the water sector such as for sewage
treatment.
An element in the European preparatory process for World Water Forum in 2015
All over the world, water sector stakeholders are now discussing challenges, solutions and means to
implement these within various sectors as part of the preparatory process for the World Water Forum in
Korea in 2015. Here the global water community and water dependent sectors will share and discuss best
practices and experiences.
In Europe, these discussions have taken place since May when the European kick-off meeting concluded
that water efficiency should be a key priority within European discussions, as

The topic fits into ongoing international and European priorities

Incentives, approaches, tools, and operational targets and indicators for water efficiency are urgently
needed globally

Europe has a large variety of regional and national examples to share with the world.
This conference is organized by the Danish Water Forum, Confederation of Danish Industry, French Water
Partnership and the Ministry for the Environment of Denmark. It takes place on 3 February 2015 from 10 –
17 at the premises of the Confederation of Danish Industries, H. C. Andersens Boulevard 18, Copenhagen.
For more information and to register for the conference please contact Danish Water Forum
[email protected] or phone: +45 4516 9038
See preliminary programme attached
Preparatory Workshop.
The conference follows a one-day workshop on February 2nd with the purpose of having in-depth discussions
and sharing of experiences solutions for implementation within urban water, industries, farming, dairies, and
water and energy.
The Workshop will develop specific recommendations for actions and implementation strategies to be
presented for the conference on the 3rd February and at World Water Forum in Korea, 12-17 April 2015.
Separate programme is available for this workshop. Contact Danish Water Forum if you wish to know more
and to participate
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