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BABY
DADDY
Dunlop Kirk Hammett Signature Cry Baby wah
FEATURES
WITH ITS GREEN-BURST case and
skeleton foot-bone tread (which, alas,
does not glow in the dark), this wah
won’t be mistaken for any other in
Dunlop’s line. But the Kirk Hammett
wah’s beauty is more than skin deep,
providing a unique voice that’s the
product of 300–380Hz low-pass filtering, 1.4–1.8kHz high-pass filtering and
Kirk’s secret post-wah EQ settings.
The pedal is the same size and has the
same physical throw as a standard Cry
Baby wah, and unlike several of Dunlop’s other models it does not boast
any extra switches, knobs or functions.
It has just standard mono input and
output jacks, an input for an optional
DC adapter and a bypass switch, and
it’s hardwired to provide true bypass.
The nine-volt battery is mounted in an
easy-access compartment that allows
you to change batteries in seconds
without a screwdriver.
D PLATIN
RL
AWARD
UM
R
EMEMBER WHEN a wah
was just a wah? Today, Jim
Dunlop offers 14 models of
wah pedals, including seven specially
tweaked signature models that match
the tones and character of modified
wah pedals used by famous players.
Whether you like a narrow or wide frequency sweep or go for throaty, barfy
or sizzling wacka-wacka wah tones,
Dunlop now offers a variety of pedals
that deliver almost every conceivable
flavor of wah in the musical universe.
The Dunlop Kirk Hammett Signature
wah is the company’s latest venture,
replicating the custom EQ, volume
and tone settings that Kirk uses with
his Cry Baby Rack wah and offering
his personalized sounds in a compact,
standard-size wah pedal format.
ITAR WO
GU
BY CHRIS GILL
Cool skeleton
foot-bone tread!
QUALITY & DESIGN
SPECS
LIST PRICE: $264.99
MANUFACTURER:
Dunlop, jimdunlop.com
HALF-COCKED
IT DELIVERS
VOCAL-LIKE
MIDRANGE
THAT’S A
DEAD-RINGER
FOR MICHAEL
SCHENKER’S
SEVENTIES
UFO SOLO
TONE.
ON DISC!
PERFORMANCE
THE KIRK HAMMETT wah’s sweep
covers a distinct and highly musical
midrange sweet spot that avoids the
swampy bass and piercing treble of
wahs that have wider sweep ranges.
In half-cocked position it delivers
expressive, vocal-like midrange
that’s a dead-ringer for Michael
Schenker’s Seventies UFO solo tone.
The pedal sounds best through an
amp producing a decent amount of
overdrive or distortion, as the postwah signal boost keeps volume levels
consistent across the pedal’s entire
sweep range. Hammett’s tweak
works: even the bassiest (heel-down)
settings don’t sound boomy, though
due to this optimization, a slight
volume drop is apparent when the
pedal is used with a clean amp.
THE BOTTOM LINE
THE DUNLOP KIRK HAMMETT Signa-
ture wah is a great choice for rock
and metal players who rely primarily
on distorted tones. SC
+PRO
EXPRESSIVE
FOCUSED MIDRANGE
SWEEP COOL
STYLING TRUEHARDWIRE BYPASS
-CON
OPTIMIZED FOR
DISTORTED TONES
BUZZ BIN NEW, HIP AND UNDER THE RADAR
TWA LITTLE DIPPER VOCAL FORMANT PEDAL
THE FIRST PEDAL FROM Godlyke’s
TWA (Totally Wycked Audio) line,
the Little Dipper is an envelopecontrolled vocal formant filter that
recalls the classic auto-wahs of the
Seventies. Inside the sparkling blue
box, two filters work in tandem to
create frequency peaks and notches
that simulate the vowel sounds of
human speech. The tones range from
funky squawks to nuanced inflections that can lend subtle articulation to picked lines. But the Little
152
GU I TA R WOR L D
Dipper is capable of producing phasing effects and filter-sweeping flange
tones too, making it one extremely
versatile effect for rhythm and lead.
Access to these tones is
provided via three uniquely named
controls. Ascension controls the
depth of the filter sweep and has
sweet spots along its rotation
that produce distinct vocal tones.
Inclination determines how quickly
the filters trigger in relation to one
another, which in turn produces
various vowel and diphthong
(double-vowel) sounds. Turn up the
Diffraction control to add fuzz to
your sound. Inside, the pedal has a
control to set the dry/wet blend and
a trim control to set the threshold
level on the built-in noise gate.
To top it off, the Little Dipper
creates its own light show via seven
LEDs in the shape of Ursa Minor.
From its tones to its cool looks, the
Little Dipper is Light years of retroinspired fun. —Christopher Scapelliti
ON DISC!
SPECS
LIST PRICE: $300.00
MANUFACTURER:
Totally Wycked Audio,
godlyke.com
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