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                                        Before I Fall
LAUREN OLIVER
INSTRUCTIONS - QUESTIONS - VOCABULARY
PLAN AND ASSESSMENT FOR
BEFORE I FALL
This project will cover most course goals for English B. There
will be things to hand in each week and you will get constant
feedback to help you along.
Reading: this project will of course improve your reading skills
since you will be reading an entire novel. As you probably know
there are many ways to read a novel and you will get to try
some different approaches. We will look at details, both in the
story itself (who did what) as well as in the way the text is
written (what has the author done). You will also get to take a
closer look at descriptions, comparisons, characters, actions and
their meaning and consequences.
You will also get to think about the opinions and thoughts
expressed in the book, both as general thoughts as well as in
relation to your own life. You will also see how symbols are used
and that no text in a book is just ”put there” as there is always a meaning behind everything. We will
also look at vocabulary, both basic words that you need to master as well as words which are particular
for the American culture and that will help you understand what is important for people living there.
Listening: For each ”day” in the book you will get some questions to think about when you read and
then we will discuss them together. This is when you need to listen carefully to what others say because
not everyone will think like you and you will see that there will be many other ways of interpreting
what is going on in the book. This will give you new perspectives on your own reading. You can also
improve your listening comprehension by using the Before I Fall audiobook.
Speaking: When you discuss the questions together you need to be able to explain carefully to your
group members what you think. Remember, there is no right and wrong in analysing literature. You
just need to be able to prove your point and you do that by quoting passages and explaining what
happens in the story. You do not have to agree with what others say, but you have to respect it.
However, feel free to question their analysis: ”Really? Where did you see that?”
Writing: As you read you will be writing down answers to the questions. Remember that you always
have to argue your point and you do that by explaining what you mean, either in your own words or by
quoting from the text. Just quoting is not enough, though; you then have to say how you interpret the
section. Never think that anything is obvious! It may be to you, but not to others!
Work Order
1. Before each ”day” we will discuss the vocabulary and Americana.
2. Read the chapter and answer the questions (you decide if you want to read the entire chapter before
you answer the questions or if you take it question by question).
3. Have your answers ready in your computer before class (but don’t send them in yet).
4. Study and learn the words. The best way to learn them is to find them in the book and learn them in
their context (sammanhang).
5. Some classes may start with a quiz on words and the chapter.
6. In class you will discuss the questions and any other thoughts you had while reading the chapter. You
will discuss in groups first and then all together. Then you will get some time to add any new things
to your answers before you send them in.
7. Send in the answers at the end of the class. I will look at them and give you feedback. Read the
feedback carefully - it will help you when you continue reading.
8. In week 43 you will get a Before I Fall test, where you have to give your thoughts on certain aspects of
the book. You are allowed to bring the novel when you take the test! After the autumn break we start
working with the manuscript!
Final result
When the project is finished you should have:
1. Read the entire book.
2. Participated actively in class discussions.
3. Answered all the questions (questions to chapters and to the entire book).
4. Learnt the words.
5. You should also be able to explain most of the Americana from the book.
6. You should be fully prepared to work creatively with the story on stage in your production!
Pay-back
From this project you should have learnt:
1. Techniques for reading a book and learning vocabulary.
2. Argumentation techniques.
3. Basic literary analysis (comparisons, character descriptions, themes, symbols)
4. A basic insight into American family and school life.
5. To develop your writing and analysis.
SCHEDULE
Please note that there might be unprepared vocabulary tests! Also remember to revise
the words from the previous week(s), they might return!
Assessment criteria
Godkänt
Done
You understand the main points in what the others say when you discuss (or you ask until you
understand)
You contribute to the discussions, add new perspectives, you present your point and you argue it.
You listen to what the others say and you respond to it politely and in a nuanced way.
You adapt your speech to the situation. You make yourself understood and you effectively use
strategies to make the communication work (rephrasing if others do not understand, use intonation
to underline what you say, do not speak too quickly or slowly and in an audible voice).
Your pronunciation and intonation are understandable (but not perfect!)
You’ve read and understood the entire novel.
Your writing is structured and coherent and with more and more variation.
You comment on what you’ve read and you relate it to your life.
You can explain some tendencies in the American society (as described in the book), cultures and
traditions and you use examples from the novel to underline your knowledge.
You plan, follow through and evaluate your work efficiently.
You hand in all tasks on time and read the feedback.
Väl godkänt: all the criteria for G and:
Done
You understand the main points and some details when the others talk.
You adapt your language to the situation also in more formal situations.
Your presentations have good fluidity (you know what you want to say and you can say it without
getting stuck more than occasionally).
You comment and compare what you read and you move beyond the obvious.
Your writing is nuanced and varied.
Mycket väl godkänt: all the criteria for G and VG and:
You understand and analyse the contents of quick conversations.
You adapt your language well to different situations (not mixing formal and informal).
Your speech is clear, precise and varied.
You analyse how texts are adapted to different aims and audiences and you draw precise general
conclusions.
Your writing is clear, precise and varied.
Done
KURSMÅL ENGELSKA B
Mål som är relevanta för Before I Fall
Eleven skall
förstå vad som sägs i längre sekvenser av sammanhängande tydligt tal som förmedlas direkt eller via medier och
där innehållet kan vara obekant för eleven och av relativt teoretisk karaktär
kunna med språklig anpassning samtala om olika ämnen och ha förmåga att hålla ett samtal vid liv
kunna aktivt delta i diskussioner och kunna framföra och nyanserat bemöta argument
kunna muntligt, efter förberedelse, sammanhängande beskriva och tydligt förklara sådana företeelser som är av
allmänt intresse, hör till intresseområdet eller till studieinriktningen
kunna muntligt och skriftligt sammanfatta och kommentera olika slags texter, särskilt sådana som anknyter till
intresseområden eller till studieinriktning
kunna läsa, sammanfatta och kommentera innehållet i längre skönlitterära texter
ha förmåga att skriftligt presentera ett innehåll på ett klart och väl strukturerat sätt samt kunna uttrycka sig
varierat, personligt och med anpassning till mottagare och situation
... ha kunskaper om samtidsförhållanden, historia och kulturer i länder där engelska talas
kunna utvärdera sitt arbete som ett led i att förändra och förbättra sitt lärande samt kritiskt granska och
analysera information från olika källor.
GODKÄNT
Eleven förstår innehållet i tydligt tal, även med
dialektal färgning.
Eleven inleder och upprätthåller samtal,
inhämtar och ger information, argumenterar
samt uttrycker egna åsikter och bemöter på
ett nyanserat sätt andras argument.
VÄL GODKÄNT
Eleven förstår såväl huvuddrag som
detaljer även i regionala och sociala
varianter av talad engelska när
framställningen är tydlig.
Eleven anpassar sitt språk i informella och
något mera formella samtal.
Eleven anpassar sin talade engelska till
situation och mottagare samt uttrycker sig
varierat och lättfattligt och använder på ett
effektivt sätt olika strategier för att få
kommunikationen att fungera väl.
Eleven anpassar muntliga presentationer
till olika situationer, uttrycker sig med
variation och gott språkligt flyt.
Eleven uttrycker sig muntligt med gott uttal
och tydlig intonation.
Eleven skriver nyanserat och variationsrikt.
Eleven presenterar och kommenterar ett
innehåll hämtat från olika intresse- och
kompetensområden.
Eleven tillgodogör sig några samtidsromaner...
Eleven uttrycker sig och interagerar skriftligt
med sammanhang, struktur och allt större
variation kring innehåll hämtat från ett flertal
områden.
Eleven redovisar och kommenterar stoff från
egna intressen och egen studieinriktning.
Eleven beskriver olika samhällsförhållanden,
kulturtraditioner och levnadssätt i områden
där engelska talas, och använder denna
bakgrund för att kommentera och diskutera
skönlitteratur, film och musik samt facktexter
av olika slag.
Eleven planerar, genomför och utvärderar sitt
arbete på ett effektivt sätt.
Eleven tillgodogör sig, kommenterar och
jämför några samtidsromaner på engelska...
MYCKET VÄL GODKÄNT
Eleven förstår och analyserar innehållet i
tydligt tal i snabbt tempo även när det är
regionalt färgat.
Eleven samtalar med god anpassning till
olika situationer.
Elevens muntliga framställning
kännetecknas av klarhet, precision och
variation.
Eleven analyserar hur texter på olika sätt
anpassas till syfte och mottagare.
Elevens skriftliga framställning
kännetecknas av klarhet, precision och
variation.
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